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A S E R M O N, &c. 



Hebrews xiii* 3, 

Remember them that are in bonds , as bound 
wkh them i and them which fuffer adver-^ 
Jity, as being yotirfehes al/o in the body^ 

ST* Paul, the moft warm and ^zealous 
minifter of the dodtrines of Chrift, 
having undertaken the converfion and 

teaching of the churches in Afia, con-* 
eludes his very animated and interefting 
epiftle to the Hebrews, with admoni* 
tions fuitable to the ends of that benevo- 
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lence which his great Mafler had promul- 
gated to the world. Philanthropy was 
one of the firft recommendations that he 

ftrove to inftil into the minds of his difcl- 
pies ; and in this he was the more zea- 
I0US5 in order to corredl the obftinate and 
felfiifli manners which had fo long pre- 
vailed, uninterrupted^ am.ong the Jewidi 
and Gentile nations* 

To make the affliftions of others our 

own I to participate in another's wrongs^ 
and footh the pang that corrodes the 

wounded heart, are the latent virtues of 
every human breaft, which it was the glory 
of Chriftianity to call forth into adive life. 
Thefe diflinguifhing charaderiftics of hu- 
manity are further ennobled by that high 

fenfe 
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fenfe of gratitude which we, and every other 
being, feel, and infenfibly exprefs, in the 
general and involuntary acknowledgment 
of Deity, which pervades all the habitable 
part of creation. Gratitude v/ould become 
a much more prominent feature in our 
frame, if the conftant purfuit of worldly 
intereft, and fenfual pleafure, did not unite^ 
with unparalleled ardour, to blunt the 
virtue that carries our minds up to 
heaven, before wc become verfed and 
hackneyed in the ways of men. We learn 
a plaufible talent of boafting lof fuch vir- 
tues, without ref9lving to pradife them ; 
we pretend to court and admire the prin- 
ciple, but we feem to giv^ up the delight 
of cultivating and improving it, contented 
with beholding it in the adlive zeal of a 
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few individuals, who merely become the 
theme of fcholaftic exercife, or the tran- 
fient example of theatrical praife. 

But if we would fefleft, we might ufe 
that pride which burns fo high within uSp 
in enfuring our glory in the world, and 
our acceptance in heaven : for the fmalleft 
individual has much more in his power 
than he conceives j every one fills a charac- 
ter in fociety, and no man is fo mean as 
to become of no account : utility and hu- 
manity conftitute the virtue of a focial 
being ; thefe will dired: him, and fecore 
his integrity, and his beft fuccefs : his 
fupport, his proted:ion, his foothing cour- 
tefy, are not lefs his duty than the main- 
tenance of his family 5> the acquilitioa of 

cram. 
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gain, or the ftation in fociety he is called 
to fill: thefe, the loweft in order amongfl 
us is capable of, and often finds himfelf 
engaged to perform : and he feels it a de- 
lightful office to pour balm into the 
wounds of forrow, to heal the broken 
hearted, to fet the miferable captive free, 
or to remember them that are in bonds^^ 
as bound with them > and them which 
fufFer adverfity^ as being themfelves alfo in 
the body, 

I have premifed thefe fliort traits of the 
human chara<3:er, in order to awaken you, 
by an application of the words juft re- 
peated, to the fubjeft of the African Slave 
Trade, which demands your compafllon 

B 3 and 



( 6 ) 



and early interpofition, as a free and Chr^f-^ 
tian peoplco 

The equality of human beings renders 
every duty reciprocal and indifpenfable 
to them all ; the cultivation of the mind 
has ennobled and enlarged its great and 
dormant talents, and rendered, by invigo- 
rating principle and education, thofe abili- 
ties more confpicuous, with which nature 
bad impreffed it at its birth. If it has 
fiillen to our lot to enjoy the bleffings of 
cultivation i and if our knowledge is 
opened and matured by fcience and the 
laws of government j how much more^ 
therefore^ is our requifite proportion of 
gratitude, our conipaffion and proteftiou 
towards ic^^norance and defencelefs iiino- 

rp n r p 
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cence, towards uncivilized nations, and 
men yet untaught to know the glory 
.and beneficence of our God! The fame 
Almighty Being has inverted different 
climes with different properties ; kept 

feme far backward from the dawn of truth, 
while he has yet extended his mercy alike 
to all, by mingling the cup of bleffings and 
affliftions together, and by leffening the 
wants of thofe, whofe proportions of good 
he has thought proper to abridge. But 
we have the foolifli vanity to pride ourjehes 
in thefe acquirements, and attribute their 
glory to our own defervings ; the hand 
that gave them may this night, nay, even 
this hour, fummon us to reflore them* 
He that planted us here, and gave us the 
hleflings of a land of freedom^^ of the light 

B 4 of 
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of his gofpel, of the knowledge of good 
and evil, and of all the bleffings and com- 
forts of focial life ^ might have been 
pleafed to raife us in the woods of America, 
or the recefies of^ Africa 5 we ourfelves 
might have been the wretched vidims of 
the tyranny they endure, and might have 
wafted our days, our fighs and tears, in 
the countlefs miferics of weftern labours 
and oppreflion. 

We fhould reflect, alfo, that this coun- 
try, now the emporium of commerce and 
of fcience, was once veiled in the cloud of 
fuperftition and early ignorance 1 but it 
pleafed God to plant the feeds of his new 
promulgation in the fame foil ^ civiliza- 
tion and freedom fprung up and choked 

the 
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the expiring fhoots of intolerant perfe- 
cution and error ; and, as a phoenix burft- 
ing from the flame, the mild religion of 
Jefus has been cultivated and reftored al- 
mofl: to its priftine fimplicity, amid the 
ruins of fin, and the intemperate enormi- 
ties of Antichrift : by fuperior energy, by 
unexampled majefty, by the fublime light 
of truth, it has quenched the fiery ordeals 
that once blazed around it, has withflood 
the vain terrors of hierarchal power, and 
broke dovv^n the barriers that obftrufled its 
benevolent progrefs.— If this country has 
fprung in the lap of freedom, and caught 
\ the glorious principle of unChaken for- 

I titude in fuch a caufe, how much more 

I 

I IS the portion of our requifite grati-* 

I tude^ that we are taught a religion agree^ 

1 

1 able 
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viblc to our political principles, and that 
we are able to behold, with religious^, as 
well as national veneration^, the ftrudlure 
that has been raifed by the profjperoiis zeal 
of our anceflors 3 and to adore, with holy 
fcivvour, the emanation that flione pro- 
pitious to our modern eminence among 
the nations of the earth ! 

The progrefs of nianners^ fcience^ com-^ 

iiierccg and artSj cheri£hed> if we may 
thus prefume^ by a fource fo benign^ 
could not fail to rulli forwards with a ra- 
pidity unobftrudled^ to that honour and 
fuperiority^ which they have acquired. 

Let it then be our boaft to hand the 

bleffing down to our pofterity^ with the 

fame 



lame unfullied zeal with which it has beeq 
cntrufted to our hands : let iis maintain 
this glory that w^e boaft, and preferve, by 
our continued and qnfliaken virtue and hu- 
manity, the charafter w^e have thus attained. 

Such, then, would certainly be the juil 
fuperiority in which the people of this 
nation would be viewed by all others, in 
their civil capacity, if they had not one 
great national offence which cafts upon 
them a load of reproach^ that has grown 
into a burden too great for them to bear. 
I have often told you, that the religion^ 

or the gratitude, which influences not the 
condudt, is vain and of no account be-- 
fore God J the bleffings of freedom, and 
the light of Chriftianity, were granted to 

us. 
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US, in order to animate our example in 
deeds of mercy and truth ^ every one 
ceafes to be truly a man^ when he ceafes 
to be merciful 5 — the clemency that we 
ejpijoy was given to render us inftrumen- 
tal in diffuling its balm around us^ in every 
climate where we fhould extend our com- 
merce and our name. To confine it with- 
in the limits of our own fmall domain, 

* 

is not to fulfil the duties to which we are 
called ; it is to oppofe the large and ex- 
tenfive bounty with which we are en- 
trufted, and to conceal the light intended 
for the whole univerfe, to the enjoyment; 
of individual and felfiflh avarice. 

Here, then, arifes the charge of incon- 

fiftency : the claim of liberal communi- 
cation 
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cation of all our bleffings throughout all 
our dominions is roufed, and demands our 
obedience ; the claim is juftified by our 
laws, and by the virtue we boaft fo loudly 

to poffefs ; the claim is ftrengthened by 
' the excellence of our principle and profef- 
hon» and the bale contradiction of our e>r- 
aniplea Thefe^ alas ! have almoft funk 
into vain glory, and the fame of our fu« 
perior integrity is gone forth like a found-- 
ing brafs, or a tinkling cymbal. 

Hov^^ melancholy is the refleftion, thai 
the honour of a nation, which once was^ 
and ftill might rife fo high, fliould^ for for- 
did avarice, or more reprehenfible luxury^ 
fink fo low! But the pride of the mighty 

humbled, as well by the fnare of tempt- 
ation. 
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ationj, as by the vifitatioa of evil. ' The 
chief fin that has arifen of late years to 
an enormityj which our pofterity will hcfi- 

tate to believe, and has thus brought low 
the high fpirit of Britifti virtue, is the 
traffic in which we are fo deeply plunged^ 
in the flavery of our fellow creatures. 

Although there is a vifible chain of 
being, from the loweft and fimpleil of 
created life, to the perfection of Airaighty 
Goodnefs> the order of whofe progreflion 
has aftonilhed, and confounded^ and fur- 
palfed the utmoft intelligence of huinaii 
difcernrnent ; and although it has been 
found impoffible to mark with juftpr^-; 
cifioii the terminations of each peculiarj 
fcale yet even fuch fmall diftin&ions 
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as the fliades of complexion, or tlic 
difference of hair.^ have been urged, by 
defign and artifice, as arguments to re- 
duce the level and equality of part of the 
human fpecies. Has not God then faid 
true, when he has declared that, He 
hath made of one blood all nations of 
men, to dwell on all the face of the 

^* earth Shall we, mere atoms, that live 
and move and have our being but at the 
word of his power, fliall we prefume thus 

to account lefs of his creatures, than he 
hath appointed ? and do we exalt our- 
felves above others for a caufe on which 
they have as equal a right to value them- 
felves on a fimilar vain fuperiority ? I 

would not infult an audience refpectablc 
as the prefent, by fuggeftions in their 

nature 
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nature fo inconfiftent, vifibnary and ab-' 
furd* 

If to attack by force and furprife, ^nd 
to enflave in unceafing mifery and bonds 
during life, the innocent, the unwary, and 
unoffending, be juftifiablej then is my 
preaching vaioj and then is Chriftianity 
become falfe dodtrine, and the light of 
truths and the prornifed rewards of im- 
mortality^ deceptions to the human mind : 
yet, fhame to the name of Chriftian ! 
wherever we turn our eyes^ where the 
fame of difcovery has L^d our ambitious 
brethren in the faith, ruiuj, bloodfhed 
and devaftation, barbaritv and horror, un« 
paralleled by the moft favage tribes^ 
have fignalized our anns, and brought a 

ftain 
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ftain indelible on the caufe of Chriftianity^ 
that can never be wiped away ! Where 
we have found, throughout the weftern or 
eaftern hemifpheres, fimplicity^ religion, 
peace^ and brotherly love, fit and amiable 
qualities for the Chrlftian faith j we have 
vifited them with artifice, with treacheries, 
with the bloodflied of warfare^ v/ith the 
ravage of barbarians i overturning their 
altars, fubverting their governments^ break- 
ing their peace^ infringing their bonds of 

affinity and afFe£lion, and pouring upon 
them the miferies of ignominy^ torture^ or 
llavery ! 

It is thus that an untameable thirft of 
gain plunges mankind into a total infenfi- 
bility to God, and their own falvation; 

C and 
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and renders them the depraved oppreffors 
of all who are not fo deeply Ikilled in 
chicanery and intrigue as themfelves : but 
the equality of God's bleflings, ftill more 
than all other arguments, fets mankind 
on a ftria level with each other ; however 
profits and advantages may externally re- 
prefent feme amid a feftive and attractive 
glare, yet beneath that falfe fliew often lies 
a canker-worm, that, in their own eftima- 
tion, which is all the little fum of human 
happinefs, reduces them to envy the lot 
of thofe they are accuftomed openly to de- 
fpife. How many are there who would 
not willingly lay down their tinfel and 
their gaudy plumes, and gladly take up the 
fimple garb of unoffending honefty and 

plain dealing! And, to bring this matter 

hoin« 
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home to oiir prefent fubjc£l, let me alk 
thofe who have not Jftrangely contrived to 
ftifle all refleilion, whether v^hile they 
have rioted in feftive pleafuteSj or num- 
bered on downy eafe, by the productions 
of unrelenting labour^ or of the kidnap- 
ping and traffic in the blood of their fellow^ 
creatures, whether they had not rather ex- 
change their defpicable eminence for a 
humble ftation^ and an untroubled mind ? 
The preference then is obvious* 

But yet we live and profefs to be the 
children of a Chriftian foil 5 we boaft our 
defire to fee and promote the fpread of 

our faith ; we prefume to call ©urfelves 
difciples of our bleffed Mafter ; to addrefs 
our fupreme Creator in his name^ to im« 

C 2 plore 
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plore his fandion and aid in all our en- 
deavours to pleafe him 5 in all our anxie- 
ties we implore his mercy 1 and we look 
for his bleffing on all our darling hopes 
and fchemes \ — but, alas ! how can we 
thus prefume to deride even the Divine 
Majefty itfelf, while we fufFer ourfelves to 
be led away from all confiftency, from 
all juftice, from all humanity, by the for- 
did and infatiable thirft of the riches of 
this world, that in a few tranfient years^ 
at the longeft, will affprd us no help to at- 
tain the highefl; eminence of all^ a tranquil 
mind ! Do any of us credit a man's doc- 
trine whofe conduct teftifies an avowed 
contempt of it ? Do we reft upon a man's 
veracity^ whofe lips fpeak no other than the 
language of falfehood ? Do we feek for 

truth, 



truth, honour, or virtue in the ways of 
dillionour, wickediiefs and error ? How* 
then can we ever expeft, nay, how can we 
dare to aflert it as an argument, that we 
are juftified in the rapine and flavery of un- 
enlightened nations, as a preparatory means 
of converting them to the light of the 
gofpel of Chrifl ? Surely that light that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world, will in God's due time fhed its rays 
over the dejedted continent of Africa i 
rays far more congenial, and far more fuit- 

able to the mild and pious language of the 
bleffed Jefus ! 

So much has been faid and written upon 
the fubjeft of this unnatural and unwarrant- 
able traffic, that it becomes now almoft fu- 
perfluous to detain you by long recapitu- 
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iations ; yet, as my cjuty extends to the 
guarding your minds from the baneful in- 
fluence of corrupt example, it likewife 
demands that I fhould fet before you the 
moral law of God and nature, on.every oc- 

cafion, where through fupincnefs or in- 
attention your judgments might be led 
aftray. As members, therefore, of aChriftian 
community, at laft roufing from the cor^ 
rupt lethargy in which you have fo long 
ilumbered, let me found the alarm before 
you that is gene out through all lands, 
and has awakened every human eye to 
watch your condud in the prefent mo- 
ment. 



When I recall to your confideratxon^ 
that a part of your fellow countrymen, 

pro-? 
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profeffing the Chriftian faith, have adopted, 
and that their defcendants have continued 
in this enlightened age, the horrors of rapine 
and flaughter, of remorfelefs murders, and 
of cruel devaftation ; have made themfelves 
the corrupters of unenlightened princes, 

taught them the chicane and villainy of 
caufelefs wars, and to be the perpetrators of 
punifliments unmerited, in order to pur- 
chafe or plunder from them millions of 
their innocent fubjefts : when 1 fee you 
tremble at the enormity of accounting the 
viftlms of their treachery in a meaner 
light than any common article of mer- 
chandize, in the miferies of a painful and 
tedious voyage, in the rude expofition of 
a public vendue^j in the pang of fepara- 
tion, not only from their country, but 
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from every tie which afFedion can hold 
dear ^ and doomed, for the remainder of 
their days, to the ignominious lafli of op-^ 
preflive taflc-mafters, and all their future 
progeny doomed for ever to hopelefs fervid 
tude ; — when I fee you weep for the figh 
that only ferves to increafe the feoffs of 
tyranny ; and fee you dwell upon the fad 
refledion that laments the full-fwoln 
grief which burfts from that high fenfe of 
honour, with which the native African 
fcorns with indigqation the fetter or jh^ 
laCh - — then it is I behold you in a glori- 
ous conflid-, fpurning with deteftation the 
authors of a fcene like this ; and, contraft^ 
ing it with the benign fpirit of the Gofpel 
which you cherilh, I hear you devoutly 

implore the mercy of fleaven, that a jufl 

wrath 
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wrath may be fpared from the c-evoted 
heads of fo many of your fellov? country- 

men, and that they may be brought to a 
fcnfe of the knowledge of the law, and 
fin no more ; that they may remember 
thofe who are in bonds, as bound with 
them ; and them that are in adverfity^ 
as being themfelves alfo in the body. Can 
any one of you believe that a human being 
reduced thus to forroWy can ever find lei- 
fure from his miferies and his labour, to 
learn the language of the Gofpel ? Look 
to the example he conftantly fees before 
him cruelty and oppreffion are always 
acconHja:)ied by impiety and irreligion,™ 
Can the fkive wifh to be a Chriftian, from 
the example of his owners, or from the 
mafter who employs him, has purchafed 

him* 
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him, and affumes a falfe right to alienate 
him again ? Can he wifh to leave his warm 
devotion to the one great all-feeing Power 
he adores, for that faith which he never 
hears but in mingled expreffions of blaf- 
phemy and ciirfing ? If it be anfwered that 
miffionaries are appointed, for the fole pur- 
pofe of teaching the Chriftian dodrines to 
thefe labourers in forrow | I wifh to fpeak 
the acknowledged fa£t, and demand why 
fo plaufible a purpofe is evaded ? Why do 
fome planters contrive to hinder or prevent 
their inftrudlion, by not affording them 
timCj or obflrudling their little progrefs at 
the fliort moments allowed for their devo- 
tion 5— it is, however, true, that in one of 
the iflands (Antigua)the Moravian miffion- 
aries have had more fuccefs, becaufe the 

negroes 
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negroes in fo me plantations there have not 
been interrupted ; and their fobriety of 
condudt, and piety at their affemblies of 
devotion, is an honour to thenifelves^ 
their teachers, and their owners ; and 
proves, to a clear demonftration, that their 
capacities, when cultivatedj^ as much entitle 
them to the rank of human beings amongft 
us, as any of our own country or com- 
plexion. 

It is a fad refledion upon this nation^ 
that the flaves of Englifli planters are, for 
the mofi; part, every where treated with 
more feverity, and exadled upon for more 
exceffive labour, than any of the foreign 
merchants how then can we exped: any 
other than conflant refentments amongfk 

4 them ? 
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them ? — Revert to this fummary of our 
injuftice towards them, and aflc yourfelves 
whether you do not freely juftify their 
hatred : where you will have fervitude at 
the demands of oppreffion, there you muft 
not exped fidelity. 

But I have a further proof of the mofl 
wild inconfiftency in thefe dealers in hu- 
man blood ;~a proof that Ihews^ where 
intereft has over-run its market i where^ 
by ftriving to grafp more than the hand 
can holdj, the poffeffion is loft for ever ! 
Lenity of treatment would have produced 
a tenfold profit to thofe plantations, which 
arc now incumbered with debt for the fup- 
ply of flaves worn out in lefs than nine 
years labour ! So fliort a fpace of exiftence 
m ih^t condition may be a bleffing to the 

(lave. 
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fiave, but I tremble for the heavy retribii* 
tion that may follow to his mafler !— Small 
proportions of labour,andreafonable refrefli- 
ment, have in feveral inftances in another 
ifland (Barbadoes) contributed to render the 
eftates flourifhing and profperous, and the 
flaves have lived long, and, faving the loft 
of country and family, altogether comfort- 
able : and if it were fuitable toaddrefs you 
from this place in terms better adapted to 
the reforts of commerce, I could amply fa- 
tisfy you, that, from the fertility of the 
foil alone, a refource of trade might be 
opened with the natives of Africa, that 
would reftore the fmiles of cultivation 
along thofe dreary coafts of Angola and 
Senegal^ which the flave-trade has rendered 
barren,— that our manufadlures would 

thereby 



( 3'^ ) 

thereby be furniflied with their moft ef- 
fential materiaLs, and would afterwards 
find the readieft and moft advantageous 
onarket there, and returns far more fpeedy 
and ample, would be made both to the re- 
venue of the nation, and to the individual 
merchant, furpaffing the prefent advantages 
of fugars from the weftern colonies* 

But once plunged deep in any undertal<:- 
ing, men rather prefer their fate to reforma- 
tion — -even to thefe ftriking inftances of 
preference which virtue and honourable 
commerce hold out to them, they have 
turned a deaf ear, and feek even a fmaller 
profit accompanied with injuftice ! 

It is further alleged, that the natives of 

Africa would be doomed to feverer tortures, 

if 
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if they were left in their own country, by 

■J 

punifliments there inflicted on all prifoners 

of war and criminals : I know that all fa- 
vage nations have generally the unhappy 

attribute of cruelty 3 but have we a right 

to become arbiters of their laws or cuftoms? 
Befides, if we look to the fource of thefe 
punifhments, we fliall trace moft of them 
to ourfelves, in corrupting their princes to 
become marauders for us, to range and fet 
on fire defencelefs villages, and to furround 
and captivate the fugitives for fafety ! to 
cxercife the moft wanton power of punifh- 
ment to men ignorant of their guilt 1 in 
order to condemn them to the alternative 
of cruel tortures or foreign flavery ! 

But let me awaken all who juftify this 

traffic^ w^hich vou fee involves in it fo 

many 



many evils, to jufticc and common fenP^ji 
let them ponder between their duty and 
their affairs — I offer them terms, by which 

both may be amended : to reform the ab- 
ufe only, would be to crop only the weeds 
of a prolific foil, which to-morrow's fun 
brings forth into new luxuriance-™a 
good harveft depends on the entire clear- 
nefs of the foiL 

If, byan abolition of thisheinous fin, there 
are any evil confequences to be dreaded, they 

can be but of (hon duration—until cultiva- 
tion and commerce of the foil can be efta- 
blifhedi and as much of that part of the 
fcheme has already been mingled with the 
other, the difficulties arifing from novelty 
can be but fews it is almoft nqedlefs I fiiould 
urge you further ; the cafe ffands on fuch 

fair 
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fair and obvious grounds, that truth feemsto 
diftate to your hearts and judgments 5 but 

more than all, your eternal happinefs is at 
flake 3 which of you would rifk the benefits 
of a perpetuity^, for a mere life eftate ? 

Awake, then, to righteoufnefs, and lint 
not ; may the light of heavenly truth guide 
you, ftrengthen, fettle you, in the grand 
work of reforming yourfelves from fogriev- 
ous a burden upon you ; fliew yourfelves 
difcipies of Jefus Chrift, and by remember- 
ing them that are in bonds and in adverfity, 
as being of the fame body, that is, of the 

fame quality or feeling as yourfelves, wor - 
ihip God ia fpirit and in truth j and re- 
member that you can never hope to receive 
mercy from heaven, if you fhut up your 
own bowels of compaffion from your bro- 
ther, and him that is in need- 

D A PRAYER. 
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A PRAY E R. 

LMIGHTY and moft merciful God, 
who from thy throne beholdeft all 
the dwellers upon earth, and hatefl nothing 
that thou haft made, and art gracioufly 
pleafed to behold this thy family of crea- 
tures here below 5 wc, thy humble fervants^, 
do befeech thee to infpire our hearts con- 
tinually with the moft grateful fenfe of 
thy mercy towards us ^ that fo, being 
guided and direcfted to acknowledge the 
manifold bleflings we enjoy at thy hands^ 
may be ready to embrace the opportunity 
thou haft entrufted to our care, of difFufine 
them to all our fellow-creatures around us: 
teach us, we pray thee, to be inftrumental 
in fpreading the light and influence of thy 
holy word, among all thofe who are yet in 
ignorance, by copying the great example 
of philanthropy and lov ^ which wx received 
from thy blefled Son ^ that our hearts may 
be foftencd by companion for the affliftions 
of others, and our zeal animated only by 
Chriftian love : do thou grant, O blefled 
Father of all mercies, that ail thofe who 

3 are 
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are anyways dependant upon, orconncdcd 
with us, or known to us^, in the con- 
cerns of this prefent life, may yet have 
caufe to blefs us, and no longer to put up 
their tears of forrow to thy throne in com- 
plaints againft us: reftore us, O Lord, lo 
thy favour and mercy, open our hearts that 
Vv^emay be cleaafed from our former fm, that 
we may fulfil all the duties for which we 
were called into being with integrity and 
diligence ; awaken us once more to 
righteoufnefs ; renew a right fpirit within 
us j and make us to remember thofe that 
are in bonds, and them that fnffer adveility. 
Strengthen us in the caufe and promotion 
of humanit]/ and truth, and make us weak 
in oppreffion and injuftice; enable us to 
refift the temptations of unwarrantable 
gain ; and turn us from the pradice of 
habitual fin ; that fo we may at length put 
oft the evil of our offences, and praife thee 
with all meeknefs and reverence of hearty 
as becomes the true difciples of thy blcf- 
fed Son, in fpirit and in truth. Amen. 



